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RECENED &INSPECTES
MAY 2 7 2003

FCC - MAILROON

May 17, 2003

Peoria, Illinois Conﬁrmed
JUN 0 3 2003
Dear Mr. Copps:
Pps Distribution Center

I urge you to resist any effort to relax broadcast ownership rules so that information being
made availabie to the American public cannot be controlled by media monopolies.

If these rules are relaxed many areas of this country would be mainly subjected to
receiving broadcast information from one media source. This would enable one media
source to control the viewpoints to be allowed on the air and to keep other viewpoints
from being aired.

Big media businesses have proven in the past that they will use their power to restrict
viewpoints with which they do not concur,

The complete availability of information that presents all views on particular issues is
necessary if this country is to remain informed and free. Restricting information is the
business of dictators and we must resist it in every way.

Sincerely,

ek olcppre
Jack Giberson

1103 N Coronado Dr
Peoria, IL 61604
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Roy Kenneth Hess RECEIVED & INSPECTED
21 E. Lemon Street
Lititz, PA. 17543-1932
Tel. 717-626-6580 MAY 2 7 2003
Cell 717-278-4371
FCC - MAILROOM

May 19, 2003
The Honorable Kevin J. Martin Conﬁfmed
Commissioner 003
Federal Communications Commission JUN 0 31
445 12" Street, SW - Center
Washington, DC. 20554 D'\str'\but\on

Dear Mr, Martin :

I urge you Not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American Citizens
from media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-
total control of radio and television news and information in communities across the
nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FFC to relax these ownership
rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off
the air.

The American People deserve to hear more then one point of view on important issues.
For the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast
ownership protection that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in
our country.

Sincerely,

Roy Kenneth Hess

@_ g Mo
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Lewellyn L. Juhi 3-16-2003
2240 6™ Av
Clarkston WA 99403

The Honorable Michael K. Powell

Commissioner (@

Federal Communications Commission OQ‘\\\‘

445 12" Street, SW 03 2

Washington DC 20554 N er
Aot

RE: Broadcast ownership rules G‘s“\b“

Dear Mr. Powell,

L urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American
citizens from media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to
gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities
across our nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep
opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on
important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge
you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to
ensure a healthy political debate in our country.

Sincerely,

%:wof/w\

Lewellyn L. Juhl




EX PARTE OR LATE Fiepn

To: The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554 Contfi
From: James H. Munsey JUN 0 8 200
22408 Price Grubbs Rd.

Robertsdale, AL 36567 Distribution Center
Dear Mr. Martin:

| urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
mongopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total
control of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many
of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a
known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues.
Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to continue the broadcast
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our
country.

Sincerely,

James H. Munsey



RECEIVED &INSPECTED

May 19, 2003

Duaine E. Esbenshade
20063 Siletz Highway i
Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718 FCC - MAILROON |

(541) 444-2469

MAY 2 7 2003

The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy .
Commissioner BRI Confirmed
Federal Communications Commission

445 12 th Street, S. W. JUN 0 3
Washington, DC 20554 . 0 3 2003

Distributien Center

Dear Ms. Abernathy:

el
It has come to my attention that somé of the GIAN” IEDIA CONGLOMERATES are trying to gain
near-total control of radio and televisiopn news ar .uformation in communities across our nation.

it
I urge you to not to relax the broadq'ﬁjs_i‘ ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopolies.

These porposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control
of radie and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules have already known track
record in attempling to keep opposing viewpoinis off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, for
the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protection that,
decades, have helped to unsurs a healthy political debate in our country.

Thank you for your attention to this matter,

Have a nice day.

Respectfuly Yours:

d;ﬂ bt ;',ﬂ Z-.
F lerz
Duaine E. Esbenshade

20063 Siletz Highway
Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718

-



May 19, 2003 L)
Duaine E. Esbenshade )
20063 Siletz Highway

Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718

(541) 444-2469

irmed
The Honorable Michael J. Copps Conﬂfm
Commissioner 2003
Federal Communications Commission JUN 03
445 12 th Street, S. W.
. : . r
Washington, DC 20554 Distribution Cent®

Dear Mr. Copps:

It has come to my attention that some of the GTANT MEDIA CONGLOMERATES are trying to gain
neat-total control of radio and televisiopn news and information in communities across our nation.

1 urge you to not to relax the broadeast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
manopolies.

These porposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules have already known track
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpeoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, for
the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protection that,
decades, have helped to unsurs a healthy political debate in our country.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Have a nice day.

Respectfuly YourS'

) oz
M / 7’1,//,3,-44

Dualne E. Esbenshade
20063 Siletz Highway
Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718
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May 19, 2003 QR Lﬂl“

Duaine E. Esbenshade
20063 Siletz Highway
Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718
(541) 444-2469

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
445 12 th Street, 5. W. ]
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr, Martin:

It has come to my attention that é%)ne of the GIANT MEDIA CONGLOMERATES are trying to gain

near-total control of radio and televisiopn news and information in communities across our nation.

1 urge you 1o not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopolies. vt

These porposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules have already known track
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, for
the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protection that,
decades, have helped to unsurs a healthy political debate in our country.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Have a nice day.

Respectfuly Yours:

Duaine E. Esbenshade
20063 Siletz Highway
Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718




May 19, 2003 ATE Fif g
Duaine E. Esbenshade i «“:i,j
20063 Siletz Highway

Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718

(541) 444-2469

The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein

Commissioner Conﬁfmed
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 th Street, S. W. JUN ¢ 3 2003

Washington, DC 20554
Distribution Center

Dear Mr. Adelstein:

It has come to my attention that some of the GIANT MEDIA CONGLOMERATES are trying to gain
near-total control of radio and televisiopn news and information in communities across our nation.

I urge you to not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopolies,

These porposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules have already known track
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, for

the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protection that,
decades, have helped to unsurs a healthy political debate in our country.

Thank you for your attention to this matter,

Have a nice day.

Respectfuly Yours:
- / . i
A ttaitee” .

Duaine E. Esbenshade

20063 Siletz Highway
Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718




May 19, 2003  F LER
Duaine E. Esbenshade

20063 Siletz Highway

Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718

(541) 444-2469

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission “‘{\““e
445 12 th Street, S. W. co N
Washington, DC 20554 I\
5\3\\\ Oe‘“'e‘
0
o
Dear Mr, Powell: 0\5\“

It has come to my attention that some of the GIANT MEDIA CONGLOMERATES are trying to gain
near-total control of radio and televisiopn news and information in communities across our nation.

I urge you to not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopalies.

These porposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules have already known track
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpaoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, for
the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protection that,
decades, have helped to unsurs a healthy political debate in our country.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Have a nice day.

Respectfuly Yours:

/97M/W &

Duaine E. Esbenshade
20063 Siletz Highway
Siletz, Oregon 97380-9718
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RECEVED &INSPECTED

MAY 2 7 2003
212 Wright Road
FCC - MALROOM {Vestal NY 13850
Confirmed
JUN 0 3 2003
Dear Mr.Powell: 'V Distribution Center

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American

citizens from media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates
to gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in
communities across our nation. And many of the corporations that are now
lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on
Important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom,

I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for

decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country.

Sincerely
y e A

i

> N A £ 7
RGN D R S R e

Mr. L. Ronald Roff e



Victor F. Garcia o
26928 Pleasant St. RECEVED &INSPECTED
Hemet, CA 92544 ~
MAY 2 72003
May 22, 2003 FCC - MALROOM

Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, S.W. od
Washington D.C. 20554 Confirm
JUN 0 3 2003

RE: Media Ownership Regulations
Distribution Center

Mr. Powell:

This 15 to register my opposition to the proposed action of modifying the above-mentioned
regulations.

You and your colleagues are entrusted with a public entity, a public trust that is being brazenly
and blatantly disregarded. The public trust is being disregarded so that rich and powerful media
conglomerates may amass more power and profit. The media markets that these few media
conglomerates will monopolize will have one voice, their voice.

There will be numercus TV channels, several radio stations and newspapers in each media
market all towing the same line and hawking the same message.

The sad thing is that the very principies of democracy are being dismantled. The effect of
shitting out diverse voices and debate on important issues stifles the very foundations upon
which this country was founded on.

Do the right thing, place the american public above power and profit.

DINGETeLY,

Victor F. (jarcia
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JUN © 3 2003

MAY 2 7 2003
FCG - MALRU 4 T 1Y 7

s LS T,

Oistripution Certer

Commigsioner Abernathy,

There are proposed changes 1n broadcast
ownerships that would seem to concentrate things into single
voices...sort of like doing away with a big part of the
First Amendment and placing things in the hands of those who

have & personal agenda.

It would seem that if it isn't broke then don't fix it...
haven't the 0ld rules allowed mixe voices which help to
ensure that political ideas and debate remaln on a healthy

basis.

Please give this your best and remember it's what will be

for all Americans

cer

UK i

. E. Frarier

TR




Al Conrait
1266 Dunbarton Drive
Aurora, IL 60504-9618

May 9, 2003

The Honorable Michael K. Powell

Commissioner Gd
Federal Communications Commission GO"“"“
445 12" Street, SW NG % 2003
Washington, DC 20554 Ju

] - Eﬁtaf
Dear Mr. Powell: D’\’S‘T‘t"’m{ﬁ'i o

This letter 1s to strongly urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect
American citizens from media monopolies.

I have noticed an alarming trend in recent years towards media consolidation, ala
Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. When mergers such as these happen, 'm always amazed
that the FCC allowed them to happen.

Since our world is becoming so small, and we’re so influenced by what we see and read,
the consolidation of media power is very disturbing. We’re increasing the potential for
abuse of power; if the media giants don’t agree with a particular viewpoint, they don’t
allow it to go public. The reverse is also true. And don’t ever make the assumption that
these are nice people who would never do anything like that. As evidenced by current
news articles, the executive ranks of major American corporations are sorely lacking in
character.

The American people deserve to hear more than one viewpoint on important issues. For
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, please continue the broadcast ownership
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political climate in our
country.

Sincerely,

Al Conradi



A Conradt
1266 Dunbarton Drive
Aurora, IL 60504-9618

May 9, 2003

The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Commissioner Confirme:
Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, SW JUN 0 3 2013

Washington, DC 20554
Distribution C " <¢
Dear Ms. Abernathy:

This letter is to strongly urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect
American citizens from media monopolies.

I have noticed an alarming trend in recent years towards media consolidation, ala
Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. When mergers such as these happen, I'm always amazed
that the FCC allowed them to happen.

Since our world is becoming so small, and we’re so influenced by what we see and read,
the consolidation of media power is very disturbing. We’re increasing the potential for
abuse of power; if the media giants don’t agree with a particular viewpoint, they don’t
allow it to go public. The reverse is also true. And don’t ever make the assumption that
these are nice people who would never do anything like that. As evidenced by current
news articles, the executive ranks of major American corporations are sorely lacking in
character.

The American people deserve to hear more than one viewpoint on important issues. For
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, please continue the broadcast ownership
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political climate in our
country.

Sincerely,

Al Conradt




862 Crow Mtn. Rd.

RECEIVED &INSPECT dsville, VA 22973
Mgy 15, 2003
MAY 2 7 2003

FCG -
The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy CC - MALROOM _
Commissioner
FederahCommunjcations Commission
445127 St., SW ~onf;
Washington, DC 20554 » Meg

LF) w 0
Djgy, 18 i ’ 2003

Dear Ms. Abernathy, Ulion Cs

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from
media monopolies.

These proposed changes would lead the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-
total control of radio and television news and information in communities across our
nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership
rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off
the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on any issue.
Therefore, for the sake of our democratic freedom I urge you to continue the broadcast
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate
in our country.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours truly,

William L. Steo



Confirmed [ RECEIVED R WGIECTED |

G g 013 Arghur Flint
JUN 03 2003 MAY 27 20 2795 Charles Bryan Rd., #206
o lett, TN 38134
Distribution Center FCG-MA‘LRO(ﬁgy 6, 2003

Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner

Federal Communications System
445 - 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Martin,

I urge you not to change the broadcast ruleg in any manner
will permit any company to establish a monopoly in any part of
the broadcast industry.

We know that any undesirable government immediately takes
over the broadcast industry in their country. Letting any
company establish a monopoly in the broadcast industry would
create as undesirable a condition as government control of the
broadcast industry.

Please protect the broadcast industry from becoming a
monopoly.

Yours very truly

Dot 4t



Arthur Flint

. d 2795 Charles Bryan Rd., #206
confirme Bartlett, TN 38134
3 May. 6, 2003
e Cent®

oistioutio? RECEIVED &INSPECTED
Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy MAY 2 7 2003
Commigsioner
Federal Communications System _
445 - 12th Street, SW FCC - MAILROOM

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Ms. Abernathy:

I urge you not to change the broadcast rules in any manner
will permit any company to establish a monopoly in any part of
the broadcast industry.

We know that any undesirable government immediately takes
over the broadcast industry in their country. Letting any
company establish a monopoly in the broadcast industry would
create as undesirable a condition as government control of the
broadcast industry.

Please protect the broadcast industry from becoming a
monopoly.

Yours very truly

[obr FLY



=ECENED & INSPECTED

Barbara Goldin

80 Warner St. MAY 2 i 2003

P.O. Box 981 i
Florence, MA 01061 FCC - MAILRCCM
May 21, 2003

FCC Commissioner Kevin J Martin
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington DC 20554 .
1-888-225-5322 Confirmed
FAX 1-866-418-0232

JUN 0 3 2003
Dear Commissioner Martin: Distribution Center

I am writing to urge you to postpone the June 2™ vote in order to allow for more
open discussion and public forums on the issue of further deregulation of the media.

What happened after the relaxation of media regulations in 1996 is a warning —
like the canary in the coalmine - of what can take place with further weakening of the
rules that help preserve competition and diversity. After 1996, Clear Channel
Communications was able to buy over 1200 radio stations, as well as owning many other
forms of media. Free speech on the airwaves has now been compromised and has led to
litigation in the courts. As the Future of Music Coalition’s study found, radio now serves
to advertise the products of vertically integrated conglomerates rather than to entertain us
with the best and most original programming. If the FCC votes to further relax the
regulations, we will see the biggest wave of media consolidation in history. The FCC will
give a handful of large corporations greater influence over what is — and what isn’t-
reported in the news.

According to a study by the Pugh Charitable Trust, over 70% of the American
public, is not even aware of the June 2 vote. This speaks to the fact that the media as a
whole has not covered this important upcoming vote. Why hasn’t it? After all, aren’t
these the public’s airwaves we're talking about? Honestly, as an American, T am aftaid
for our free speech rights. T am afraid of what will happen if one company is allowed to
own the local newspaper, several TV and radio stations, and the cable TV system in the
same community. Of what will happen with fewer owners of networks, stations and
newspapers nationwide. Of what will happen to informed discussion with a wide variety
of viewpoints.

The Supreme Court wrote: “(I)t is the purpose of the First Amendment to preserve
an uninhibited marketplace of ideas in which truth will prevail, rather than to
countenance monopolization of that market, whether it be by the government itselt or a
private licensee.” '



Therefore, 1 urge you to re-instate traditional media ownership rules for the sake
of competition and democracy. I urge you to consider the importance of programming
that informs and educates the public and presents a wide range of viewpoints, not
programming that exhibits a lack of diversity and viewpoints with newspaper reporters
who are afraid to report the news like it is — including this FCC vote — for fear of losing
their very jobs.

1 urge you to carefully analyze and gather facts in an open minded way about
what the impact of increasing consolidation will have before you change the rules.

And I urge you to postpone the June 2 vote.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

(%/ baao /me/\{\TU\J% f

Barbara Diamond Goldin



Barbara Goldin

80 Warner St.

P.O. Box 981
Florence, MA 01061
May 21, 2003

FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps

Federal Communications Commission COnfi rmed
445 12" Street SW JUN

Washington DC 20554 0 3 2003
1-888-225-5322 N

FAX 1-866-418-0232 Distribution Center

Dear Commissioner Copps:

1 am writing to urge you to postpone the June 2™ vote in order to allow for more
open discussion and public forums on the issue of further deregulation of the media.

What happened after the relaxation of media regulations in 1996 is a warning —
like the canary in the coalmine - of what can take place with further weakening of the
rules that help preserve competition and diversity. After 1996, Clear Channei
Communications was able to buy over 1200 radio stations, as well as owning many other
forms of media. Free specch on the airwaves has now been compromised and has led to
litigation in the courts. As the Future of Music Coalition’s study found, radio now serves
to advertise the products of vertically integrated conglomerates rather than to entertain us
with the best and most original programming. If the FCC votes to further relax the
regulations, we will see the biggest wave of media consolidation in history. The FCC will
give a handful of large corporations greater influence over what is — and what isn’t-
reported in the news.

According to a study by the Pugh Charitable Trust, over 70% of the American
public, is not even aware of the June 2 vote. This speaks to the fact that the media as a
whole has not covered this important upcoming vote. Why hasn’t it? After all, aren’t
these the public’s airwaves we’re talking about? Honestly, as an American, I am afraid
for our free speech rights. T am afraid of what will happen if one company is allowed to
own the local newspaper, several TV and radio stations, and the cable TV system in the
same community. Of what will happen with fewer owners of networks, stations and
newspapers nationwide. Of what will happen to informed discussion with a wide variety
of viewpoints.

The Supreme Court wrote: “(I)t is the purpose of the First Amendment to preserve
an uninhibited marketplace of ideas in which truth will prevail, rather than to
countenance monopolization of that market, whether it be by the government itself or a
private licensee.”



Therefore, [ urge you to re-instate traditional media ownership rules for the sake
of competition and democracy. 1 urge you to consider the importance of programming
that informs and educates the public and presents a wide range of viewpoints, not
programming that exhibits a lack of diversity and viewpoints with newspaper reporters
who are afraid to report the news like it is — including this FCC vote — for fear of losing
their very jobs.

I urge you to carefully analyze and gather facts in an open minded way about
what the impact of increasing consolidation will have before you change the rules.

And 1 urge you to postpone the June 2 vote.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

T Brateoia in e,

Barbara Diamond Goldin



Tep BECK ,F{ECEWED &INSPECTED

117 E. GURLEY STREET, THIRD FLOOR 41y 97
PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 86301 2003

(928) 445-6860 FCC - MAILROOM

FAX: (028) 445-6488
E-MAIL: NONE

May 8, 2003

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Confirmed
Re: Broadcast Ownership Rules JUN 0 3 2003
Dear Chairman Powell: Distribution Center

The various news media organs already dominate much of America. Changing the
Broadcast Ownership Rules in the manner being sought now by various large media interests
would allow, indeed-would inevitably resuit in, monopoly power over radio and television news
broadcasting.

The major networks and one or two of the cable news networks already have
demonstrated their willingness, if not their eageress, to squelch viewpoints differing from their
own. Allowing further concentration of management power over news broadcasts (as well as
opinion and advocacy disguised as “news”) would directly threaten constitutionai rights of
speech, press, association, petition, and others.

| oppose the media-support rules changes.

Yours truly,

Thelton Iﬁg M

TDB/am

cc The Honorable(s):
Kathieen Q. Abermathy, Commissioner
Jonathan S. Adelstein, Commissicner
Michael J. Copps, Commissioner
Kevin J. Martin, Commissioner



15163 County Road 30
Elk River, Mn 55330

%May 2003
Honorable Kevin J. Martin W\ e
Commissioner oot BNE
Federal Communications Commission \ A\ S <
Washington, D.C. N _ vm(;,e“l‘o
oo©

Dear Mr. Martin: 0'\5“\
FCC-MALRoON

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American

citizens from media monopolies.

The proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to
gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in
communities across our nation. Major areas of concern:

o If proposed “broadcast ownership rules” are adopted, independent voices in
cities across the United States could be snuffed out by huge media
corporations.

¢ Whole communities and even whoie states and regions could be dominated
by one media company which could decide which viewpoints to allow on the
air and which viewpoints to censor.

¢ The big media conglomerates have in the past used their power to keep
opposing viewpoints off the air. These proposed rule changes would give
them far greater power to keep opposing views off the air and out of the
newspapers.

¢ Many of the corporations that are fighting for these rule changes - including
media giants Viacom/CBS and Disney/ABC - are precisely the same
comipanies that have tried in the past to keep other viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important
issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to
continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped
insure a healthy political debate in our country.

Alan W. Frelich

LtCmdr USN (ret)

Information Technology Specialist
Parent, Grandparent

Citizen



